Entered at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 


SaaS sae 


| 
| 
| 

















a 


“Lt BRARY 
WORLD 


Published mié- -Monthly. 


Vol. XXIIL No. 268 October, 


New Series 172. 1920. 
| One Shilling & Twopence Annual Subscription 12/6 | 


Net. Postage 1/- extra. 


] LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
NORWICH CONFERENCE 
Illustrated Report Number. 





























CONTENTS. 


Editorial ae : 
The Library pesudbilias we ee 
Letters on Our Affairs ... “i 
The Library Made Attractive ... 
Library News 
| Note ; = 
University of Letibe School of ‘Lbviieetip . 
Library Reports ... 
Review 
Bristol School ws Rural Too 
The Fourth Summer School, Aberystwyth 
List of Exhibitors at the Publishers’ Exhibition 








GRAFTON & CoO. 
| 8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury 
LONDON, W.C. 1 








} 


Rema eee" 


Lauer er euaIa ae re 
































‘OUSELEY’S POPULAR | 
BUSINESS BOOKS 


(NEW EDITIONS). - 
Might suit the Commercial section of your 
Library. They are strongly bound, printed on 
good paper, and the type is good. 

Published at popular prices to suit the Great 
Democracy of the Business World. 





Send P.C. for List. 


JNO. OUSELEY & SON, LIMITED, 


9, JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 2. 











GRAFTON & CO.’S 
New Publications for Librarians. 


A School and Club Librarians’ Handbook, 
Including Notes on Rural Libraries. 


By B. Manson Pracock, Wallasey Public Libraries. . 
Crown 8vo., bound in light blue cloth. 5s. net. 


MANUAL OF LIBRARY ECONOMY. 


By the late James Durr Brown. 
Revised and much enlarged by W. C. Berwick Sayers, Croydon 
Public Libraries. Demy 8vo., cloth, 540 pp., illustrated. 
30s. net. i 











A Manual of Book Selection for the Librarian and 
Book Lover. 
By Recratp G. Wriuuams. Crown 4to. 10s. 6d. net. 





Coptic House, 7 & 8, Coptic Street, London, W.C. 1. 





EDITORIAL. 


We hope that our Conference Report Number of The Library 
World will give our readers as much pleasure as the many com- 
munications we have received assure us our last issue did. The 
record of the proceedings at Norwich appears on other pages ; 
here we need only say that the conference will be remembered as 
one of the most delightful and stimulating in a long list of delight 
ful and stimulating conferences. Everything went smoothly from 
beginning to end with that absence of obvious effort which is a 
certain sign that immense effort has gone to the organisation. 
We expected much from Norwich, and we received it. The tributes 
paid to the Local Committee and the special references to the 
enthusiasm and devotion of Mr. Stephen and his able deputy, Mr. 
Charles Nowell, were blessed to give and we hope were blessed to 
receive. They were thoroughly deserved 


The Library Association did a good day's work—one of the best 
we can recollect — when it secured Mr. Herbert Lewis for President. 
Ile proved to be the ideal chairman, infinitely patient and 
courteous, calm and firm; it was a pleasurable education to sit 
under him. Ilis address was just what such an address should be ; 
full of optimism and encouragement and sprinkled with quite 
valuable aphorisms ; as “‘ the librarian is the adult education officer 
of his district “; ‘‘ money spent on libraries is well spent,” and 
many others The opportunity was too tempting to some of our 


members to prevent them from indicating to the President the 
various ways in which his Act might have been different ; but all 
recognised enthusiastically that he had given the public library the 


path to the Promised Land. 


* 
We gather that one disappointment of the Conference was the 
failure of the Council to produce a seale of salaries for librarians. 
We have indicated the difficulties several times in these pages ; 
but the Councii is bound to give the profession a lead of some sort 
n the matter; and we lope that the promise of this “‘ as early as 
possible,” which was made on its behalf, will be fulfilled soon 


The most important library event in prospect is the Conference 
on rural libraries which the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees 
ire calling in London on 2nd and 3rd November ; and we hope that 
Librarians will have a voice and an effective one in the proceedings, 
hecause we believe that the development of rural libraries is the 
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most obvious and most probably fruitful new field of library work 
and at the same time we are not sure that the problem is being 
completely visualised. In the first place, the rural library is 
regarded as a very minor department of the County Educatio: 
Committee's work, whereas in the average town it is a large 
parallel service; the proposed grants of £2,000 each for the 
initiating of county schemes compare most disadvantageously wit 
the provision required by towns of a population corresponding te 
that under the control of the average county authority, while the 
difficulties of serving the rural population are far creater thai 
those encountered in the tewn. We gather from the reports of the 
speeches made by the Secretary of the Trust both at the Bristo! 
School for Rural Librarians and at Norwich, the following points 
1, that a ‘‘ repository’ building is thought to be unnecessary ; 


2, that the local school is the most obvious centre of distributio: 


and 3, that the schoolmaster is the most desirable local librarian. 


Every one of these propositions is open to grave objection as ever 
experienced librarian recognises. A proper county scheme premises 
a central library which is a reservoir for county archives, loca 
literature, and representative general books, and sooner or late? 
this must come. The librarian requires working space and fairly 
extensive shelving: the idea that books are changed over from one 
box to another on the “‘ heap ” principle is unthinkable: to choose 
rightly for each district a large representative collection must be 
before the librarian on his shelves, whether by the return of al 
the boxes at once and their reshuffling, or by a standing collection, 
we will not say, but either method presumes a great deal more 
space than Colonel Mitchell advocated. We have great respect for 
the school and schoolmaster, but they ought not to be depended 
upon for a library service. The schoolmaster’s profession is not 
a bibliographical one, and already he is fully occupied with duties 
which he is primarily employed to perform; and the atmosphere 
of the school in library work is no more—-is, we venture to say, 
even less desirable in villages than in towns. The whole states- 
manship of the problem requires revision. Now that county 
councils can support libraries they should be expected to do so i 
precisely the same manner as towns. If a penny rate is not a 
burden on the city (and a large number of these even implore: 
the Government to allow them to exceed it), it is surely not at 
extravagant burden upon the county. A penny rate would provide 
the average county with the required county library, and with a 
library service of trained persons who could visit every village at 
least once a week. If promoters of rural libraries think the 
twentieth century country population will be satisfied with boxes 
of books, changed at infrequent intervals, they will live to discover 
their mistake, we think. We wish to add our tribute to the new, 
somewhat belated, policy of the Trust in demanding a living wage 
for rural librarians. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 
Norwich, September, 1920. 


The Forty-Third Annual Meeting of the Library Association was 
held at Norwich during the week commencing September 6th, 192( 
In view of the many important matters awaiting discussion, and 
being assured that a!l arrangements had been made to ensure that 
the conference would be an enjoyable and interesting one, ovet 
thiee hundred of those engaged in or interested in library work 
were present. 

Some two hundred of these were received by the Local Rec epticn 
Committee at the St. Andrew's Hall on the Monday evening, but 
the Conference proper cpened on the following morning, when the 
Lorp Mayor of Norwich (Alderman George Green), offered a civic 
welcome to the visitors. After a brief sketch of the history and 
development of the city he called upon the President to deliver his 
address, congratulating him upon his splendid achievem wt i: 
having freed the public library from its past restrictions. 

The Right Hon. J. Herspert Lewis, M.P., the President of the 
Association, cpened his speech with a reference to the stimulating 
environment in which this Conference was being held. Not only 
was Norwich a place intimately connected with very many of our 
greatest men of letters and men of action, it was also the first 
municipality to adopt the first Public Libraries Act of 1850. Since 
then, in library matters, Norwich had never looked back. The 
reports of the Public Library showed a life and intellectual vigour 
that reflected credit upon the city and upon its Librarian, Mr. 
Geo. A. Stephen. 

The present time was one full of hope. The passage of the 1919 
Act had removed the financial difficulties under which the libraries 
of the country had struggled for many years. Money spent on 
ibraries was well spent, and to do nothing to develop library 


facilities would prove a very false form of economy. Never was 
there a time when it was more essential that the people of this 
country should be enlightened. He was afraid that among the 


re-actions occasioned by the war we might find a wave of 


materialism which must be combatted if true progress was to be 
secured. It was most necessary that the electors should have such 
contact with books as would enable them to form sound and 
enlightened opinions about the many pressing problems, politica! 
and economic, that confront them. The librarian was much more 
than a custodian of books; he was, in the broadest sense, an adult 
education officer and had large responsibilities. 

The development of public libraries was most important in rural 
districts. A vigorous and numerous rural population was essential! 
in the interests of national stamina and a sturdy national stoek, 
hut this would never be acccmplished unless something were done 
to allay the unrest which was driving young people from the 
countrvside into the over-crowded cities and towns. Life in the 
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country must be made brighter, especially during the winter 
months, and he was convinced that nothing would do more to secure 
vhat was wanted than the development of rural libraries 
Fortunately, the provision made by the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust for the next five years would give a generous start to every 
county library scheme, at the rate of sixteen a year. He was 
clad that in connection with this scheme the need for expenditure 
ym books and librarians rather than upon pretentious buildings 
was emphasised. They must regard libraries as units in one large 
system, extending all over the country, fostering the intellectual 
fe of the nation It was necessary to build up a tradition of 
reading, and the only way to do that was to start with the vouth 
the country The connection of the public library system and 
the school should be encouraged as a means, not only of rendering 
immediate hel} to the children and the schools, but of securing at 
i later date a large increase in the number of regular users of 
braries 

The Right Hon. Georce H. Roserts, M.P., in proposing a vote 
f thanks to Mr. Lewis, said that in his youth the Norwich Free 
Library was his university. The library movement, by encourag- 
ne men and women to read widely, would do much to overcome the 
tel dency to get into ruts. 

Mr. Frank Pacy, Chief Librarian of Westminster, and Hon. 
Secretary of tle Association, next read a paper on ‘ The New 
(pportunity,” in which he spoke of the future relations between 
the Board of Education and the public libraries. The latter, he 
said, could not but benefit by the discipline of an expert authority. 
If there was to be a real system of public iibrary work, interlocking 
th our equally orgamised system of education, it must be equally 
inised, or no possible general co-operation could result. Here 

as an opportunity for the Ministry of Education to weld 

brarianship into its place in the educational fabric 

Mr. L. Srantey Jast, Chief Librarian of Manchester, in the 
discussion that followed, laid stress upon the dangerous tendency 
of all bodies, municipal as well as imperial, to create machinery 


jua machinery We knew that the educational world had suffered 
t great deal from developments which, when scrutinised, were 
found to be merely developments in machinery Libraries must 
evade this danger. The primary object of a public library related 
to the humanities It ‘was excellent to have commercial and 
technical sections helping us to produce more and better work, but 
we must stand in (he main as representing the humanities. He 
rgzed the absolute necessity for doing something to prevent 
further deterioration of the national imagination, which is now 
poorer than it was It needed a further stimulus, and that 
stimulus, would have to come largely from the libraries 

The morning session concluded with a paper on ‘‘ The Centra! 
Library for Students,” by Mr. ALBERT MANsBRIDGE, and read, in his 
shsence. by Mr. H. A. Twort, the librarian of that library. Out- 





THe Rr. Hon. J. Hersert Lewis, M.P., 
Parliamentary Secretary, Board of E.ducation, President of the Library 
Association. 
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lining the work already done by this library, he said that, to piace 
it on a proper footing as suggested by the Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tions Adult Education Committee, some £65,000 would be needed 
for books, £25,000 for the initial portion of the premises, and an 
income of £5,000 per annum for working expenses. . 

The Tuesday afternoon session opened with a paper on ‘‘ Rural 
Library Problems” by Lievt.-Cot. J. M. Mrrcuet, Secretary of 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. He described the beginnings 
of the modern rural library movement, the nature of the pioneer 
experiments made by the Trust, and the position created by the 
1919 Act. The United Kingdom Trust would, within the next six 
years, make grants of about £2,000 each, to over 80 county 
authorities. These must, however, agree to pay a reasonable wage 
to their librarians. If they chose the wrong people the scheme was 
going to fail. In advocating the Central Library for Students he 
said that it would be ‘‘ a British Museum by post,” and so would 
he accessible to students all over the country—-not only to those 
who lived in Bloomsbury. 

One aspect of the rural libraries question was further discussed 
by Mr. H. Tapriey-Soper, Librarian of Exeter City Library, in a 
paper on ‘‘Co-operative Work between Urban and Rural Libraries, 
and dealing with the possibilities of ‘‘ travelling libraries.” 

To conclude the session, Captain E. C. Kyte, the Secretary of the 
Association, read a paper by Mr. F. T. Howarp, of the Board of 
Education, on “ Regional Survey Work in Schools, and how the 
Public Library may assist in the Work.” Regional survey work 
involves a study of a district from as many different aspects as 
posssble and seeks to determine the causes which have made the 
district what it is and to foreshadow what its future is likely to be. 
This movement is being retarded by the lack of available 
documentary evidence as to the past, or by such evidence not being 
accessible. Mr. Howard outlined the needs of survey workers, and 
in the discussion which followed, many suggestions for meeting 
them were made. 

The second day's proceedings opened with Mr. H. R. Tepper s 
paper on “‘ The Report of the Public Records Commission,” which 
report, he said, revealed the inadequate custody and imperfect 
arrangement and description of many of our public records. I) 
this country many public records, which might have been useful 
to historians and students, had been destroyed, and the position 
of a vast number of other documents was at present a very 
precarious one. Most of the existing evils could be traced to the 
lack of adequate buildings and trained custodianship, and, to 
remedy this, svitable local centres might be established through 
the co-operation of various authorities. He moved a resolution, 
which was carried, to the effect that, in view of the findings of the 
Royal Commission as to the state of the public and local records 
of England and Wales, the Government should take steps to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission. 
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Those who joined in the discussion on this subject were, on t 
whole, in favour of the establishment of local muniment rooms. 
under the control of the pubiiec library authorities. Mr. Tedder, 

] 


replying, said that the Commission were most emphatic as to the 





desirability of keeping local records within the locality as far as 





possible, and that at the meetings of the Commission he had calle 
special attention to the desirability of putting them within the 
care of the public library. 


Mr. Joun Minto, of the Signet Library, Edinburgh, next dealt 


with ‘* The Library Situation in Scotland. 
Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, Chief Librarian of Croydon, the 
read a paper entitled ‘‘ The Type of a Public Library. Ile 


} 


defined a library as a balanced and systematic collection of books, 
and discussed the nature of the library provisions to be made in a 
given area, and the extent to which it was possible to make suc! 
provisions Mr. W. Wuirtaker (Vice-Chairman of the Croydon 
Libraries Committee) remarked that the usefulness of the publi 
library was often greatly hindered by the observance of municipa 
and parochial boundaries. He hoped the time would come whet 
library authorities, like the post office, would follow convenient 
areas and allow themselves to be moved by no other consideratiot 
than that of convenience. Apropos of the suggestions made by 
Mr. Savers, Mr. Greennoucu, of Reading, suggested that the 
Association should prepare an account of what a model library 
should be; but this resolution was not pressed, the Conference 
endorsing the view of Mr. Jast that the matters raised in Mr 
Sayers paper were of sufficient relevancy and importance t 
occupy the Annual Meeting and that they should form the basis of 
next year's programme. 

The programme of the concluding session comprised three papers 
on special aspects of our work. The Rev. Bast. YEAXx Ler, of the 
Y.M.C.A. opened a discussion on ‘‘ Libraries and Adult Education 
in Rural Areas There was, he said, a revival of village life, and 
fresh forces were at work, which called for special requirements 
in rural areas, the chief of which; in adult education, was publi: 
library personnel, A good librarian was required in every village 

someone who could guide those in rural areas in their reading 
Very many soldiers had acquired the reading habit during the wa 
and it was a habit they were not throwing off now. Since the wa 


the public libraries of the country have had a much larger ¢//ente/ 
than before 

Mr. E. W. tlutme next described the work that had keen done 
on “ The Subject Index to Periodicals Since the publication oi 
the 1915-1916 volume these efforts had resulted in the appearance 
last Aueust of the first list for 1917-1919. Other lists were now ! 
the press, and it was expected that they would be issued by the 
end of the present vear The Carnegie Trustees had assisted, and 
much material help had also come from foreign countries, especially 
from the United States, but the support of public libraries was 
particulariy asked for There was no doubt that all count 
suffered from the inadequate organisation of their bibliographical 


resources 
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z No. 3. Subscription rates of all the principal newspapers, 
z periodicals and magazines of the world sent immediately 
z on application. Special terms to Librarians. 
3 
z No. 4. Our Buying Agency can supply Library requisites. 
Pi Price lists on application. 
5 PI 
: No. 5. Catalogues and Prospectuses sent by our Publicity Depart- 
ment on any subject immediately on receipt of your name 
and address 
No. 6. CENTRALIZE YOUR BUYING by placing your orders 
with one house and having one account rather than have 
; the trouble and expease of keeping numerous accounts. 
Please write for particulars to: 
2 
Fy PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT, 
$ 
# 
f 
bil 
4 
# 
# 
: B ildi London, E.C.4 
¢ Breams Buildings, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
+ 
# 


SESSA SA SR SASS SSS SSS SS SR SSS RRS 


SIX REASONS WHY 


LIBRARIANS 


SHOULD PLACE THEIR ORDERS WITH MESSRS. WM. 


DAWSON & SONS, Lr. 


No. 1. We can supply library books in any kind of binding, and 
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can also quote you for re-binding in all its branches 


No. 2. We can supply books and periodicals from ALL PARTS 
OF THE WORLD. We have branches or agents in 


every country and can guarantee prompt and careful 





attention to all orders. 
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Philip Allan & Co.’s List. 


THE SCHOLAR’S LIBRARY. 


Edited by K. N. Cotvire, M.A. Demy 8vo. (9 x 5}). 


No. 1. NORTITS DIALL OF PRINCES (1557). 


No. 2 A MISCELLANY OF THE WITS (William King 
and John Arbuthnot) 
No. 3 BARCLAYS ARGENIS (Legrys, 1628). 
No. 4 CAXTON 'S PREFACES 
Price 20s. per volume; but supplied te NSubserihers only at 
10s. Gd. net Send for prospectus containing a full description and 
list of forthcoming volumes. 


Sl x 51 10s. Gd. net 
+ 4 


A CONCISE CHRONICLE OF EVENTS OF THE 
GREAT WAR. 
By R. P. P. Rowe, M.A 


THe Stanparp Work. Contains many incidents, names of 
ships, ete., that have never been made publie before. 


We can heartily commend Captain Rowe's scholarly record 
of the war. It is CONCISE, CLEAR, and ACCURATE 7) 


S pectat ? 


Crown Svo Ds. net 


SHAKESPEARE’S SELF. 
By W. Te1GNMovuTH SHore. 


‘A concise but very readable biography, telling all of 
importance that is known about Shakespeare's life, and 
discriminating carefully between ascertained facts, tradition, 
and the various conjectures that have been put forward. The 


tor 


volume may be heartily recommended The Specta 


QUALITY COURT, LONDON, W.C. 2. 
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The session concluded with a paper on “ Library Work for the 
Blind ” by Mr. J. Butman Smirn, of the National Library for the 
Blind. There was, he stated, an increasing demand for books in 
embossed type for the blind, and although much assistance to this 

tk had been given by the public, the increased demand called 

a much larger measure of support. 


The business of the Conference closed with the annual business 


neeting held on the Thursday afternoon. 
The limitations of space prohibit any adequate description of the 
rangements made by the Reception Committee to ensure the 
mforts and to add to the enjoyment of all who attended the 
( ierence The visits, re eptions, excursions, and the cenera! 
spitality shown have not keen surpassed in any previous years 
At the reception on Monday evening at St. Andrew's Hall, a 
epresentation was given of “The Comedy of Errors by the 
Norwich ] layers, on the Tuesday at the evening garden party give 
hy the Lord and Lady Mayoress, in their beautiful grounds, Morris 
dancers, glee singers, performances by a ladies’ orchestra and 
antern slides representing views of old Norwich were among the 
chief attractions A concert at the Castle Museum, under the 
kind auspices of the Castle Museum Committee, on Wednesday 
evening followed a most enjoyable visit to Carrow Abbey, Carrow 
House and Gardens, by the invitation of Mrs. James Stuart and 
the Misses Colman. On Thursday evening the Conference dinne? 
took place at which a long list of toasts was ably proposed and 
responded to. A most enjoyable day was spent on Friday on the 
Proads, a large party embarking in motor launches, and paying 
a visit to Ranworth Church, and in the afternoon to Woodbastwick 
Hall by invitation of the High Sheriff of Norwich and Mrs. Joh 
(ator 


Arrangements were admirably conceived and carried out. A 
book of tickets was issued to simplify admission, and an alphabetica! 
and numerical list of delegates proved to be very useful Mr. 


Geo. A. STEPHEN, the City Librarian of Norwich, and his co-workers, 
Mr. Charles Nowell and Mr. F. T. Bussey, deserve the heartiest 
thanks of all who were present 

A most important and valuable feature of the Conference was 
the comprehensive Publishers’ Exhibition, referred to in cur last 
number. It is many years since we have had the opportunity of 
inspecting so large and interesting a selection of exhibits unde: 
excellent guidance by those in charge of the stands The very 

fulness’ of the Conference however made it difficult for the 
members to do justice to the exhibition, but we believe that this 
can be remedied in future years. It is certainly to be hoped that 
such an exhibition will be an annual feature of our meetings. 


Whether it be viewed from the purely business side or from the 
social aspect, the Conference proved to be an entire success, and 
should have a most stimulating effect upon the work of the coming 


year. 
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Reported by William Shakespeare (of Warwickshire), sub-edited 
by Walter A. Briscoe (Nottingham). 
The members of the Library Association did meet in 
‘such free and friendly conference ” (./u/ius Cesar) 
at Norwich, when the Rt. Hon. Herbert Lewis, P.C., M.P., 
presided. Truly it was 
thine honour, Lewis, thine honour” (A/ing John). 
A furtherer in the act ” (7'¢i pest) 
‘which had indeed no limit © (7'em pest). 
The Hon. Secretary urged us to 
embrace we then this opportunity ~ (Henry V7.). 
I cannot bring my tongue to such a pace ” (Haslet) 
for ‘“‘ pace’ read ‘* Pacy “--contended others. 
Stanley, I pr ythee ” (2 Henry V1.) spake 
surname of Jast; followed by 
“the herb of grace” (Merchant of Venice) 
llerb—-abbreviation of Herbert, family of Jones. llowever, while 
some could not ; 
“now be pacified ” (Twelfth NVight)—-? pacyfied 
others understood this philosophy. 
God hath given you one pace (Hamlet) 
again for “‘ pace” read “‘ Pacy.’ 
Mr. Tedder urged all concerned to preserve and not to 
Rurn up the records of the realm” (2 Henry VJ.) 
Others opined that they should all have 
local habitation " (Midsummer Night's Dream). 
The purport of the paper upon the Central Library for Students 
was 
Take choice of al! my library © (7/tus Andronicus) 
inviting material support. 
Lieut.-Colonel Mitchell, M.C., B.A., addressed the gathering 
‘“ Here is a rural fellow” (Antony and Cleopatra) 
we admiringly thought, whose ideas were upon 
‘the ground, the books, the academes © (Lore’s Labour's Lost), 
and the supply and distribution of 
‘“ poetry, and other books, good ones” (7’aminy of the Shrew) 
to the villages. 
Mr. Tapley-Soper followed by suggesting 
‘transportance to those fields ” (7'riolius and Cressida) 
that motor pantechnicons should hie 
‘in procession to the villages” (Henry V.). 
Estimates for lorries each to convey 5,000 volumes invited. 
Mr. Howard's paper urged 
Let us survey ” (Richard ITI.) 
for the benefit of those 
that dwell in every region.” (Othe//o). 
The Library situation over the Borderrr suggested that Ireland 
had not the monopoly of injustices, and Mr. Minto enlisted our 


sympathy 
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for powers in Scotland.” (1 Henry JV.). 
Another of the Sayers (capital 8, Mr. Linotypist) did 
‘draw the form and model” (Richard I11.) 
f ideas that did 
‘come to Berwick ” (2 Henry VJ.). 
Our mutual friend and financier, Mr. E. W. Hulme, B.A., spoke 
of the 
index and obscure prologue (Ofthe//o) 
the prologue being, others told us, a financial act; and we 
agreed, all of us, that 
we would be contributors ” (Taming of the Shrew). 
Practical sympathy for 
he that is stricken blind ” (Romeo and Juliet) 
was solicited by Mr. Bulman-Smith, M.A., 
one of the sightless couriers.” (Wacheth) 
For the closing session we 
received command to do this business.” (('ymbe//ne). 
The cause in justice's equal scales” (2 Henry VJ.) 
was discussed. 
As to the social side, truly 
Stephen was a worthy peer (Othello), 
und everything possible was done that was 
needful for your entertainment ” (Peric/es). 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 
Dear ARISTONYMOUS, 
THE CoNFERENCE 

In the few last days of the expiring summer I look back on the 
Norwich Conference and try to recall what mattered most in it, 
vhile at the moment I am distracted by the occupations of what I 
fain would believe is a well-earned holiday. The Conference was 
good, was strenucus, and in many ways a memorable one. 
Historical, in a distinct way, I believe it will prove to be, because 
the statesman who gave us the 1919 Act was President and 
therefore more intimately identified with us than former librar\ 
lecislators. . 


THe PRocEEDINGS 


I will not attempt to send you a detailed account of the proceed- 


ings. They were a somewhat foggy attempt to find ourse!ves 
our new circumstanees. The adjective does not apply to the 
President's address, which we listened to with much joy. It was 


a simple, statesmanlike review of the things and aspirations which 
are common to us all, an affirmation of the importance of our 
work, the desirability of spending public money on it, the high 
mission of the real librarian as adult education officer, much about 
rural libraries, and so on. All of this receives a special importance 
as being repeated by one in so high a position as the Secretary ol 
the Board of Education. One important point was his definitior 


f the powers of the Board in relation to public libraries. He said, 
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effect, that they differed very lhttle from those held by the 
Lecal Government Board, and would be confined to counsel and 
quite non-interfering help. 


Foc. 
The tog came when the Hon. Secretary of the Library Association 
read a paper. Its effect was that of dazzle lights on a motor car; 


it blazed with wit, epigram, glittering metaphors about ships, stars 
and other wonders; and it left darkness more intense after it 
Possibly a joke; but Mr. Pacy suggested that the Board of 
Education should really control us, inspect us, and keep us in order 
generally. Our fear of bureaucracy was the measure of our 
eficieney, ete., etc. Much of this may be true, “ for all my mind 
: clouded with a doubt ’ upon the subject ; but, if I have read 
he Ilon. Secretary aright, is this not in direct collision with the 
Southport memorandum—-~‘ the most statesmanlike document that 

is ever submitted to any government, as one of the vice 
presidents called it Mr. Jast evidently thought so, and rapped 
M Pacy’s knuckles most severely 


OTHER Matters. 


A mere synopsis of the papers would fill more space than I have 
at my disposal We were somewhat foggy over rural libraries, 


} 


vhich, believe me, are the prime question of the hour. We had 
three papers upon them: one from Colonel Mitchell, one from Mr. 
Tapley-Soper, who wanted an express motor-car travelling library 
system in charge of chauffeur-iibrarians, and a third from Mr. 
Yeaxlea Apparently rural libraries: are a_ half-charitable 
coneession to benighted village districts (in the view of most people) 
the working of which is dependent largely upon the goodwill of 
ige schoolmasters. It won't do, Aristonymous, as a permanent 
an; but it is at least good to know that rural libraries are 
heginning to be beeun “ thanks to the generosity of the Carnegie 
Trustees 
Orner Papers. 
Excellent papers on the Report of the Royal Commission on 
Local Records (by Mr. Tedder) which provoked a_ valuable 
scussion ; on Librarv Law in Scotland (by Mr. Minto) which raised 
ire when it told me that certain noble lords had reduced the 
rate-limit of sixpence allowed by the House of Commons to three 
pence, one of them saying that the promoters of the library move- 
ment would now be disappointed with it-—a perfe ‘tly gratuitous 
ticism, founded on -what?; on the Subject Index to Periodicals 
Mr. Hulme); and on the Central Library for Students by Mr. 
Mansbridge formed the rest of the proceedings Except that Mr 
Savers came out with a paper at the end of a somewhat weary 
session, asking us innocently “ What is a library?” I thought we 
knew that. but when he defined it as a balanced and systematic 
collection of books, and Mr. Jast declared that it wasn't, I began 


to wonde1 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Conference ended all too soon, and was a little too crowded. 
I managed, however, to spend a profitable hour in the Publishers 
Exhibition which I thought was done admirably. I wished I cou!d 
have seen more of it I attended, too, most of the social functions, 
which were enjoyable and in many ways unique. 

THe WINTER. 

The winter before us should be an interesting one. The L.A. 
is pledged to give us a scale of salaries, or at least definite views 
upon salaries. I await them with interest. Then, I suppose, there 
will be the Monthly Meetings but, will there? They were so 
badly attended last year that the Annual Report was pessimistic. 
gut let the officers (and Committees) cheer up, and try again 

ERATOSTHENES 


[The Editor’ does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of *‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


THE LIBRARY MADE ATTRACTIVE. 
By Harry Cross, Coventry Public Libraries. 


The equipment and management of public libraries have 
advanced in many ways, and they have been popularised by 
advertisement, lectures, exhibitions, reading lists and other so- 
called ‘‘ library extension activities. But more attention might 
with advantage be paid to making the interior of the library 
attractive. One of the chief objects of a library service is to induce 
the public to read, enticing people into the library is not sufficient 

if drabness greets them on arrival. 

Firstly an endeavour must be made to plan and arrange each 
itrary according to its own peculiar style. The colour of the 
walls and the general scheme of decoration should depend on the 
individual qualities of the building. Since the cost of improvement 
has to be taken into consideration, attention must be turned to 
the things that lie nearest to hand. A means of brightening uy 
the institution will often be revealed amongst old art books, such 
as ‘*‘ The Studio,” *‘ Connoisseur,” “ Burlington,” ‘* L’ Illustration 
and other magazines which provide plenty of good plates that may 
he suitably mounted and framed. Frames and mounts need not be 
expensive ; piain neat frames often achieve much more than the 
vilded variety Moreover the secondhand shop or market stall 
invariably repays a visit; a cheap picture in a good frame being 
usually worth purchasing for the sake of the frame and glass. But 
be a ghastly 


a library turned into 2 picture gallery may still 
failure. Careful selection must be the guiding principle. And 
the whole scheme of decoration should be as unobtrusive as possible 

Local artists will often be found willing to loan pictures for 
exhibition, and these if judiciously chosen and disp!ayed, either on 
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the walls or on screens will brighten the general appearance o! 
the rooms 

With regard to the books themselves display cases are useful and 
much can be done in the way of indicating perhaps untrodde 
paths to a reader. A plain black and white notice does not arouse 
sufficient interest A portrait of the author, a short note regard- 
ing him and a list of his writings framed and placed in a con- 
venient position will attract attention. The portrait taken fron 
one of the illustrated magazines should be mounted on blac! 
paper, the lettering done in white ink and the whole framed in a 
neat black frame. 

Another form of author-advertising is to fix the frames to a 
covered box the same size as the frame and place it on the shelves 
next to the author's books. Still another method that has prove 
successful is to use a small stand or easel holding a book accom- 
panied by a notice drawing attention to it. This form of shel! 
guide can be extended to include topics or subjects, a small picture 
of some notable historical incident, a striking pen drawing or an 
other variation from the ordinary printed label! which may present 
itseli In considering the various means of making the librarv 
homely and attractive one must not forget the value of plants 
A few ferns or small palms placed on long tables in a lending 
library help to attain the desired effect and two or three armchaiis, 
though usually forbidden, would add greatly to the comfort of the 
readers. Colour, too, in the make up of notices, especially in plans 
of room and cases, is a decided improvement on the usual black 
and white plans 

Cleanliness is of course an essential quality. <A staff that takes 
a pride in the building will do much to attain the degree of 
attractiveness that is so desirable. The books and the rooms whic! 
house them must be inviting and the aim of the library should be 
to cultivate a feeling of happiness and comfort. This can be do 
if sufficient attention be paid to providing surroundings that are 
conducive to reading, and the trouble taken to attain this en 


will be amply repaid by results 


» ' _ 
LIBRARY NEWS. 
| Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 

Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 

and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.| 

The Carnecie Unirep Kincpom Trust has convened a conference 
of educational authorities in London on November 2nd and 3rd, 
to discuss the establishment of libraries in rural areas. 

Yet another town, CoLne, Lancashire, has adopted the open 
access system. The library affairs of this district appear to be in 
very capable and enthusiastic hands, and now that this important 
step has been taken considerable development may be expected 
not that the past work of the library has not been altogethe: 
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reditable. Averaging the issues for the past ten years, on any 
given day over two thousand books would have been in circulation ; 

other words one in every thirteen of the inhabitants of the 
wn is a constant reader. The library has been classified according 

the Dewey system, and the issue of second, non-fiction tickets 
has been introduced. ~In conjunction with the Educaticn Com- 
mittee, a scheme is in operation which should do much to meet the 
problem of retaining as readers the children who on leaving school 
ire apt to lose touch with library facilities. In all the elementary 
schools there is a library, the books in which are obtained from 
the town library; these books are loaned to the children for home 
reading as soon as they are old enough to read. At the age of 
twelve they are transferred to the juvenile section of the town’s 
ibrary and a year or two later to the adult section. This system 
should satisfy those who insist that individual guidance, such as 
nly a teacher can give, should be given to the younger pupils, 
and yet should lead to the acquirement of the “library habit ” 
vhich is not secured when the work of school libraries is divorced 


; 


trom the adult institution 


CUMBERLAND County Council has decided to adopt the Public 
Libraries Act, 1919, in order to extend public library facilities to 
rural libraries 

Mancuester Libraries Committee has decided to establish a 


system of inter-library exchange, in which books in any of the 


listrict libraries will be collected and delivered by motor van. The 
nitial cost will be about £400. Previously the carriage cf parcels 
between the libraries in the system was done by the tramway cars, 
at a cost of about £150 per annum 


NoTtTinGHAM ‘TecHNnicaL Liprary.—-Various scientific and 
technical societies in the county and district have united to 
formulate a scheme whereby special technical works should be 
specially available for the use of their members. The co-operation 
of the Public Libraries Committee was invited, and it was decided 
to form a Library, to be located in the Central Reference Library ; 
the arrangement being made that the members of the contributing 
societies should be able to borrow the books for home use and the 
volumes to be available to the public for reference purposes A 
number of valuable books have been purchased and catalogued, 
ind the scheme is now in operation. 


SHEFFIELD has now instituted a commercial library, the present 
Reference Library being used for the purpose for the time being. 


PERSONAL. 
Mr. Geo. Pennett has been appointed Librarian of Sevenoaks 
Public Library. He was previously an assistant at the Forest Hill 
Pranch of the Lewisham Public Libraries. 
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Miss Beatrice E. Homewoop, of the Gravesend Public Library. 
has been appointed assistant at the South Norwood Branch of the 
Croydon Public Libraries, in succession to Miss Etuen G. 
who has bee appointed lil 
Library 


HAYLER 
rarian-in-charge of the Croydon Junie 


M SAMUEL SMitH, who is retiring fre 
Librarian of Sheffield Public Libraries, 


consultant librarian at £250 per annum 


n the position of Chet 
has been appolt ted 


as from the end ofr this 


yeal 


Mr. J. E. Watker, Deputy-Librarian of the Tottenham Publi 


Libraries, has bee ap] ynted De) itv-Librarian « the Fulhan 
Public Libraries. 

Mr. Harry Warretocke, has been appointed Chief Librarian « 
the Lewisham Public Libraries 

Mr THOMAS Lowe o! the Hove Publie Lib ] 
appointed an assistant in the Crovdon Central Lending Libr 


NOTE. 
A course ¢ ectures in the Identification, Cataloguing an 
Description ot Fifteenth Century Books, prefaced by a Sketch 0 


the History of Printing to 1500 will be given (bv kind permissi 
of the Governing Body) in the Technical Library of the St. Bride 


Foundation, Bride Lane, E.C., at 7.30, on Wednesday evenings, 
October 20th, 27th, November 3rd and 10th, by Mr. R. A. Peddie 
Admissior will be free without ticket The large collection of 
Fifteenth Century Books, Facsimiles and Catalogues in the 
possession of the Library will be utilised to illustrate the ‘ectures 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, SCHOOL OF 
LIBRARIANSHIP. 


In connection with the work of the Session 1919-20, the foll 
Ing 


awards have been made 

Director's Prize in Book Selection Thompson, KF. W 

MacAlister Bursary..-Raven-Hart, Hester. 

First (‘LASS CERTIFICATES (in order of merit). 

In Bibliography 1, McColvin, L. R.; 2, Wild, Margery, F. ; 
3, MeMorran, Helen 3 1, Oldman, Cc B > 5, Powell,  # W. 

In Cataloguing 1. Edecombe, F.: 2, Powell, T. W.; 3, 
MeMorran, Helen I.:; 4, Oldman, C. B 

In Classification 1, McColvin, L. R.; 2, Powell, T. W.; 3, 
Oldman, C. B.: 4, Baker, Ruth E 

In Library Organisation 1, Brewer, Clarice V.; 2, Baker, 
Ruth E 


In Library Routine.—1, Davies, Alice S.; 2, Edgecombe, F. 
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Macmillan’s New Books. 
PICCADILLY IN THREE CENTURIES: With some Account of Berkeley 
. By ARTH( k Irwin Dasent, Author of 


Square and The Haymarket. 
“ The History of St. James's Square,” ete. With Illustrations. 


Svo. 


By Kkpitra WHarton, Author of “‘ The House of Mirth,”’ ete 


Iss. net. 

IN MOROCCO. 

Fully Illustrated. Svo. 20s. net 

AMONG THE NATIVES OF THE LOYALTY GROUP. By EF. Hapriexp. 
Illustrated. Svo. 12s. 6d. net. 

LANDMARKS IN THE HISTORY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY. By Rev. 
Kirsopp Laker, D.D., Winn Professor of Ecclesiastical History in 
Harvard University. S8vo. &s. 6d. net 

BRITISH HISTORY CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED. Part I.—55 B.C. 

\.D. 1914. Part IT.—1915-1919 By ArrHUR Hassan, M.A Extra 
4s net 

ARRANGED, 476-1920. 

l2s. net 


crown SVo 


EUROPEAN HISTORY CHRONOLOGICALLY 
New Edition Extra crown 8vo 
By Professor Henri 
lds. net 


$y ARTHUR Hassaui, M.A 
and Essays. BERGSON 
WILpoN CARR. 


MIND-ENERGY: Lectures 
rranslated by Professor H Svo 
THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHARACTER: Being a Study of the Tendencies 
FF. SHanp, M.A. 


By ALEXANDER 


of the Emotions and Sentiments. 
Second and Revised Edition. Svo., 20s. net 
The Times *\. volume destined, we are sure, t take a high place 
in philosophical literature.” 
MACMILLAN & CO., LTD., LONDON, W.C. 2. 
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Largest Stock of Library Replacements 
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GIEVES PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 
Standard Text Books. 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE SYSTEM as CONTROL wi 
P ARLIAMENTARY GRANTS. By Colonel A. J. V. Dureuz, C.B., 
Chief Paymaster, War Office. With a Foreword by Sir CHARLES eng 
K.C.B., Assistant Financial Secretary, War Office. £1 1s. Od. net. 
Postage 9d 

THE NAVY UNDER THE EARLY STUARTS AND ITS INFLUENCE 
ON ENGLISH HISTORY. Illustrated. By C. D. Penn, M.A. 

POCKET BOOK OF PR: pole AL NAVIGATION. By Captain H. C. J. 
Grant, R.N New Edition 1920, revised and edited by Captain 
kk. R. G. R. Evans, C.B., D.S.0., R.N., and by Lieut. B. C. Porter, 
RN With Spherical Diagram. 1s. 6d. net Postage 6d 


SHIP STABILITY AND TRIM. By P. A. Hitinovse, Besc., M.I.N.A. Fully 





illustrated with over 200 Diagrams. 126 net. Postage 6d. 
HEROES ALL--THE BRITISH SUBMARINE IN THE WAR, by a 
Submarine Officer Illustrated. 6s. net. 


Catalogues free on application. 
GIEVES PUBLISHING COMPANY Lid. 
PORTSMOUTH AND BRANCHES, and 
JOHN HOGG, 13 Paternoster Row, LONDON. 





1,000,000 vols. BOOKS on every 
in stock. conceivable subject. 


Second-hand, New & ‘** As New’”’ Copies at Lowest Prices. 
Sent on approval Catalogues (free) on application. 


“ome of our Departments Fiction, Technical and Scientific, Commercial, 

Law and Accountancy, Social Reform and Political Science, Archeology and 

\rt, Music and Drama, Literature and Encyclopedias, Rare Books and 
First Editions, French, German, spanish and Italian Books 


SPECIAL TERMS TO LIBRARIES. BOOKS PURCHASED OR EXCHANCED. 


W. & G. FOYLE, Ltd., 121-125, Charing Cross Road 
Telegrams: Foylibra, Ox, London. LONDON, W.C. 2. 

















The PLEASURE and PROFIT of AUTHORSHIP 
may be yours. 
Journalism, Short Story Writing, Reviewing & Editing 
Taught quickly and efficiently BY POST. 


There are certain rudimentary principles that must be mastered before 
success attends the literary aspirant. The fundamental basis of all literary 
expression is only found by applying to experts. Send to- day for Free 
Prospectus (enclose two penny stamps), and thereby set yourself on the 
right road and avoid disappointment. 


The IMPERIAL SCHOOL OF AUTHORSHIP, 
81, Dean Street, London, W. 1. 
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In Literary History and Book Selection 1, Thompson, F. W 
Wild, Margery F.; 3, Davies, Alice S., Raven-Hart. Heste 
ind Oldman, C. B.; 4, Barge, A. A. 


In English Composition 1, Raven-Hart, Hester, and Thompson 
Fr. W.:  & Coode., Dorothy be 
In Paleography and Archives 1, Wild, Margery F 2, 


Rowan, Kathleen H.; 3, Byworth, Lilian M.: 4, MeMorra 
ilelen I 
DipLomMa IN LIBRARIANSHIP 


The following students satisfied the requirements of thi 
examiners in the subjects set opposite their names 


Baker, Ruth E Library Routine, Library Organisati 
Cataloguing, Classification. ; 

Beagley, S.G Cataloguing, Classification. 

Beville, Winifred G. Bibliography, Library Routine, 
Cataloguing 

Bramhall, W. Library Routine, Library Organisation 

Coode, Dorothy C. Library toutine, English Compositi 


Cataloguing, Literary History and Book Selection 
Davies, Alice S Library Routine, English Composition, French, 
Cataloguing, Literary History and Book Selection 


Elliott, H. W.- Bibliography, Library Routine, Cataloguing 


Entwisle, N J Bibliography, English Com posit ic 
Paleography and Archives. 

Gritten, A. J Library Routine, Cataloguing 

Hope, C. Bibliography, Library Routine 

Johnston, Marjorie. Library Routine, German, Cataloguing, 


Classification 
McColvin, L. R. Bibliography, Classification. 
March, J. W Bibliography, Library Routine, Cataloguing 


Marshall, Lydia M Library Routine, English Compositi 
Cataloguing, Literary History and Book Seectior 

Oram, Evelyn Bibliography, Paleography and Archives, 
Cataloguing. 

Oldman, C. B Bibliography, Cataloguing, Classification, 
Literary History and Book Selection 

Powell, T. W Bibliography, Cataloguing, Classification 

Radford, E. S Bibliography, Library Organisation 

Randall, R G English Composition, Literary Llistor and 
Book Selection 

Raven-Ilart, Hlester.. Library Organisation, English Compos 
tion, Classification. Literary History and Book 
Selection ; , 

Thompson, F. W English Composition, Cataloguing, Literary 
History and Book Selection. 

Trout, R. R Bibliography, Library Routine, Literary History 


and Book Selection 
Waites. I]. E... Library Organisation, Cataloguing 
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Wild, Margery G.--Latin, Bibliography, English Composition, 
Paleography and Archives, Cataloguing, Literary 
History and Book Selection. 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 


The Central Library for Students. Fourth Annual Report of the 
Library Committee. 1919-20. 


The Central Library for Students has already taken such a 
definite place in the library world, and promises so emphatically to 
develop into one of the most important of our adult-educationa! 
institutions, that it is difficult to realise that this is only the fourth 


report to be presented. Its development has been remarkably 
rapid —and the very rapidity of this development is a sure sign that 
it is doing work which needs doing very much. The Centra! 


Library exists for the purpose of supplying students with standard 
hooks, which they cannot otherwise obtainto act, in fact, as a 
‘reserve library to which all other libraries may have recourse. 
That it has sueceeded—-so far as its finances would permit——was 
recognised by the Library Association, when at tlre Southport 
Conference in 1919, the members recommended that a Government 
grant should be made in order that it may fulfil the objects for 
which it was formed, and suggested to public libraries the 
desirability of making an annual subscription to the library. 
Moreover the statistics given in this report are sufficient evidence 
of its healthy, vigorous growth. When, in March, 1916, the work 
was commenced, with the assistance of the Carnegie United 
Kingdom Trust, there was an initial stock of about 1,400 volumes; 
now there are over 20,000 books in the library. More than 5,000 
were added during the year under consideration. The issues have 
developed proportionately from 2,000 in 1916-17 to 15,000 last 
yeal It is important to remember, though, that these figures, 
if compared with the issues from an ordinary library, will give a 
wrong impression. In the first place the average period for which 
a book is loaned is three months—-six times as long as that of the 
average public library book. Secondly the “ quality ” of the issues 
s much superior. So if one were to say 90,000 instead of 15,000 
as the number of issues a by no means exaggerated estimate would 
he arrived at. 

Nearly 10,000 individual readers made use of the library during 
the vear 1919-20, 1,294 borrowing their books individually and 
directly from the library, 357 groups of students (each group com- 
prising about 20 students) being supplied, and the remainder 
availing themselves of the facilities of the Central Library through 
their local public libraries or other institutions. Public libraries 
are making increased use of the library, and it is likely that 
ultimately all the issues will be made to the student through his 
urban or rural library system. 
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Ali this work has been done with an income which, but for the 
fact that the library Aas managed to clear all running expenses, 
could only be described as impossibly inadequate Subscriptions 
from libraries and individual supporters have brought in some 
£780, the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust contributed the sum of 
£400, and £250 was received from the Cassel Trust: if, however, 
the work of the institution is to continue to develop as it has done, 
1 very much larger income is essential. 

The Committee place on record their appreciation of the work of 
1 number of friends, under the direction of Mr. H. A. Twort, the 
Librarian, and Miss Lampard, the secretary, “‘ who performed 
their work with that efficiency which is only obtained when 
enthusiasm is the prime motive force.” 


HampstTeaD Pusiic Lisraries. Catalogue of Music and of 
Literature Relating to Music, at the Central and Branch 
Libraries. Third edition. 84 pp. 1920. 6d. 

The arrangement of this list is quite admirable. The first part consists 
of an alphabetical list of the music, under names of composers; the second 
with brief titles or merely composers’ names) is arranged according to the 
form of the music, or the instrument or instruments for which it is written ; 
and the third is a dictionary catalogue of musical literature. As will be 
seen. it will serve any purpose to which it may be put. The pianist will 
find all his music by a reference to the second part, the Mozart enthusiast 
hy reference to the first. The entries are well prepared; the paucity of 
misprints (there are some, but musical catalogues as a rule are peppered 
with them) makes it quite obvious that the cataloguer has not only been a 
careful proof reader, but is also not unacquainted with an art which has 
always had a peculiar fascination for librarians—as witness the late Mr. 
J. D. Brown, Mr. Sayers, the Stewarts, and there are others. By the way, 
cne must quarrel with the heading “ Orchestral (Chamber) Music.” There is 
a very real difference between ‘ orchestral music "’ and ‘* chamber music ” 
as Mr. J Bailey doubtless knows full well, and there is no justification for 
the composite heading 

With the exception of the special music libraries at Bournemouth and 
Manchester, Hampstead must possess one of the best public collections in 
any library. The selection catalogued here is an excellently chosen and 
extensive one. However, there are gaps. Beethoven's pianoforte works, 
other than the Sonatas, that is the Andantes, Rondos, Variations, etc., 
should be purchased without delay, as also should some more Puccini, and 
Coleridge Taylor's “ Tale of Old Japan,’ and perhaps then a few representa- 


tive Russian operas—“ Khovantchina,” “ Boris’’ and ‘Prince Igor,’’— 
‘Louise,” and “ Pelléas,"’ and Gluck’s “Iphigénie en Aulide,”’ and 
\rmida.”” From these few suggestions the present extent of the library 


may well be judged. Mr. J. Bailey, who is responsible for this catalogue, 
is to be congratulated on the excellence of his work, and on having such a 
fine collection to catalogue. 

LiverPooL Pusiic Lispraries. Handbook to the Commercial 

Reference Library. 42 pp. 1920. 

From a point of view of physical “ get up,’ this handbook is one of the 
mest pleasing library publications we have handled for a very long time; 
ind the favourable impression made by a hasty glance over the well printed, 
nicely illustrated pages is not dispelled by a closer examination of the 
matter. The principal items in the handbook are a classified catalogue of 
the books in the library, with an alphabetical subject index, and lists of 
the extensive collection of directories, of the periodicals (which are indexed), 
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and of maps. The library, which was opened in August, 1917, is classified 
according to Dewey, and all books are arranged ou open shelves so as to 
permit of quick reference. No statistics as to the use of the library a1 


given, but we can imagine that it is pretty extensive, unless our gocd 
opinion of the Liverpool business man is unfounded 


We object to the phraseology of the first of the “ rules and regulations 
which reads—“ this library is open to the public gratuitously every day 
“undays, (etc.) excluded.” “ Gratuitously " is a very ugly word suggestive 


of tips—and other unpleasant things 
National Library for the Blind Report, 1919. 


(ne is tempted to treat this report not as a record of library 
] 


work so much as an account of the services of one of the most 
appealing, most nobly inspired charitable organisations in the 
world, but to thus centre our attention would ke to lose sight of 
the splendid work done by the librarian, Miss O. I. Prince, and 
her many helpers in the actual task of book making, conservatior 
and distribution It is from that aspect that I prefer to conside 
this report, for although thousands must be aware of the valuab-e 
services of the National Library, and as many sympatheticalls 
appreciative of the labour of love in which all who are concerned 
are engaged, few can realise the actual extent of this labour. ‘‘ The 
direct circulation of volumes from the Central Library in 1919 was 
95,470, as against 91,886 in 1918. This total it should be noted 
does not include the circulation of the volumes while in charge ci 
the various libraries and institutions, during which time they pass 
through the hands of some thousands of readers. On a moderate 
calculation the number of volumes in actual circulation among 
blind readers and supplied to them from the National Library may 
be placed at no less than 205,419. ‘One hundred and two publi 
libraries are now served. The library has now a stock of 56,00' 
volumes in Braille and Moon types, and 8,000 volumes of music 
During 1919, 7,010 volumes of literature, and 1,155 of music were 
udded These figures speak for themselves no comment is 
necessary In addition 108 voluntary writers have been instructed 
n Braille, 19 blind workers were employed in duplicating Braille 
hooks and were paid for their services, and several entertainments 
were arranged for the benefit of the readers. We read, too that 
the income, which is derived entirely from donations and sub 
scriptions, is inadequate to meet the vrowing demands which are 
heing made upon the library. If only this report could rece 
a wide circulation we can wel imagine that sufficient suppert wou 
not be lacking in future. 

“ome interesting information on the ‘‘ E. W. Austin Memoria 
Fund © is included in the Report 
Newark-on-Trent, Gilstrap Public Library Thirty-seventh Ant ual 

Re} ort, 1919-20. 

Librarian: ArtHeR SmitxH. Population (1911), 16,435 Income 
£606--from rate (ld.), £310. Expenditure: Bocks, binding an¢ 


Stock 


] 


periodicals, £164; fabric charges, £146; salaries, 





Lending, 9.9355; reference, 2,241 Issues Len 


reterence, B38 295 
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llere we have a fine example of the really excellent work that 
in be done bv a quite small library, administered by a staff of 
ree underpaid but evidently very ‘enthusiastic workers. Over 
ree books per head of population have been issued from the 
ending department, the issues from the children’s library alone 


amounting to some 12,000 for the year. Eighteen per cent. of the 

ypulation are registered as borrowers During the winter five 
ectures were held, the attendance ranging from 204 to 263 In 
January last an information bureau was established in con 


ection with the reference library 


Norwich (City). Annual Report of the Public Library Committee, 
1919-1920 ; 


City Librarian Geo. A. STEPHEN, F.L.A. Po} ulation (1911), 


21,493 Income £2,362; from rate, £2,175. Expenditure 
Rooks, binding and __ periodicals, £490: salaries, £1,248 ; 
establishment charges, cleaning, light, heating, ete., £500: excess 
f expenditure over income, £300 Stock Lending, 20,612; 
eference -not stated Issues Lending, 112,406; reference, 
1.310 


[he writer of this report has borne in mind the true function of the 
tnnual report, which is to inform the local councillors and others interested 
ot only of the work of the libraries, but of such matters of general impert 
nee as affect that particular library rhe result is a thoroughly interesting 
jocument, which should serve to gain much support from and arouse much 
nthusiasm it he aforesaid lecal council [hey have no 1 
shamed of the work of their libraries Now that open access has been 
ntroduced we may look for big things from Norwich, especially when, in 
iddition, we read that the Reference Library, which is at present doing 


son to 


mparatively small work, is being re-organised and re-classitied (Dewey 
\ltegether, the issues for the year were 123,716, a decrease of 15,829 on the 
revious twelve months, a loss partly due to the lending library having 


een closed for a week to allow of structural alterations. By the way, it is 
nteresting to note that these alterations, made to permit of the open access, 





together with the purchase of some new book cases, have only cost albx 
£ 1s by no means an excessive figure The fortnightly lectures wer 

utinued, their popularity being such as to necessitate the giving of som 
un halls larger than that at the library he practice of setting aside, for 
the purchase of additions to the local collection, all fines received, is an 


ellent one 
Taunton (Borough). Fourteenth Report of the Librarian, 1919 


Nercreflary a id ] hroy an Arthur E Baker, F R Hist Ss ‘ F L. A 
| ‘ 


563 Income and expenditure -no state 





Population (19 
—.) 


- } 
ment Stock: Lending, 8,772 } 


reference, 3,336 Issues Lending 
und reference, 57,314 
lhe librarian states that during the past five years the work has been 
merely carried on The rate limitation has meant that newspapers and 
riodica's have had to be discontinued, the lighting of the rooms 
materially reduced, the juvenile rooms closed at dusk, very few new books 
have been purchased, although several hundreds have been withdrawn, and 
the lending department has been closed at 5 p.m. each day. Nevertheless, 
the issues are very creditable, and it is to be hoped that the local authorities 
have by now taken advantage of the means of putting these libraries upon 


proper tooting again 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Nowe Li, Cuarves. Jhe Libraries of Norwich. Roval &vo.. pp. 2 

wrappers. London. Library Association. 1920. 

This paper, written by the Deputy-Librarian of Norwich, was submitted 
at the Conference and taken as read. It deals adequately with the Cathedral 
Library, the City Library, the Public Library, the Norfolk and Norwie! 
Subscription Library, the Colman Library, the Inccrporated Law Society's 
Library, aud that of the Medicc-Chirurgical Society, and is of more than 
local interest 


BRISTOL SCHOOL FOR RURAL LIBRARIANS. 

A school for rural librarians was arranged by the Londo 
University College School of Librarianship at Bristol Universit: 
during the fortnight commencing August 30th, and was attende 
by thirty students from rural libraries in various parts of the 
kingdom and from other libraries. Lectures were given < 
book selection by Dr. Baker, cataloguing by Mr. W. R. | 
Prideaux, classification by Mr. Berwick Savers, and there was a 
course of ten lectures on rural library economy by Mr. Richa: 
Wright, the librarian of the Wilts County Libraries. The lectures 
proved most successful, and were partly seminars in which the 
students took active part An inaugural meeting was held wit 
the Lord Mayor in the chair, when Colonel Mitchell, of the 
Carnegie Trust, gave an interesting and most lucid account of rura 


library policy. The afternoons and Saturdays were spent in visits 
to St. Mary, Redcliffe Church; Clifton; Bath; the Red House, 
Bristol ; the Cathedral ; the Public Library ; Cheddar, etc. Every 
where the greatest hospitality was received. The students were 


housed at the University Hotel, Canynge Hall, Clifton, an 
delightful social evenings added to a most successful school 


THE FOURTH SUMMER SCHOOL, ABERYSTWYTH. 

The fourth Summer School of Library Service arranged by the 
Library Association and the University College of Wales, was held 
at Aberystwyth from 26th July to 6th August last. Over thirty 
students from all parts of the country were present, and resided at 
the Alexandra Hall where Miss Tremain, the Warden, and Miss 
Middleton, the Secretary, saw that everything was done to ensure 
that their stay should be a comfortable and enjoyable one. The 
lectures--on bibliography, cataloguing, classification, book selec- 
tion, paleography, library organisation, county libraries, and 
library work for children-—were given, in the mornings, at the 
University College and, in the afternoons, at the Nationa! Library 
of Wales. Several most interesting demonstrations of bookbinding 
methods, and on printing, library-planning and the photostat were 
also held at the National Library, and, in addition, Mr. Hilary 
Jenkinson delivered an address on “‘ The Origin and Development 





e 
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of Modern English Handwriting” on August 4th, and Mr. Frank 
Pacy opened a lively discussion on *‘ Prospective Library Develop- 
ment “on another evening. As most of those present at the school 
attended only a portion of the full course, there was ample time 
free for each to benefit not only by the instruction provided but also 
by the enjoyment of an excellent holiday spent with congenial 
companions. Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Hutt, excursions to the 
Devil's Bridge and to the Liyfnant Valley were organised, and 
further advantage of the opportunity to explore the beautiful 
surroundings was taken by all who were there. One of the greatest 
advantages of the school was the means it provided for the exchange 
of ideas between those whose work tends to keep them out of touch 
and sympathy with their co-workers. Good fellowship was the 
keynote of the scheol, and all the lecturers——Messrs. Ballinger. 
Hutt, Jenkinson, Quinn, Pacy, Riddle, Savage and Williams—are 
to be thanked, not only for having given their services freely, but 
for the excellent way in which they all entered into the spirit of 
the school, making it at once more stimulating than most schools 
ind more enjoyable than most holidays. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of The Library World 


Dear Sir,- I see that Mr. Jast has written a letter to The Library 
issocration Record on the indeterminate policy of that journal in 
publishing or withholding the salary figures when recording 
appointments. Although Mr. Jast does not specifically refer to it, 
the Manchester chief librarianship was announced as being worth 
£750 a year, but no note was made that the latest Civil Service 
war bonus was paid in addition. It therefore appeared from the 
official journal that an absurdly low salary was paid for one of the 
largest library positions. As other people than librarians receive 
and may possibly read—the Record, such announcements are 
calculated to be injurious. As Mr. Jast says, a library salary is 
a matter that may be made public without any real disadvantage, 
but it must be done correctly. The matter is one that is of deep 
practical interest to us all.-Yours, ete., 

PHILALETTRES. 

October, 1920. 





LIMITED TO 500 COPIES. A SHAKESPEARE DICTIONARY. 


THE above work will be issued in parts, Each part will deal with a play, and 
will include the date of composition and first publication; the source of the 
plot, and an outline of the play, together with the characters and scenes alpha 
betically arranged, with glosses. Ready: Part I. “ Julius Cwsar, 2/3 net Only 
43 copies availabl Part II. “* As You Like Jt.” 2.6 net Only 51 copies avail 
ible Part Ill * Macbeth Subscribers, 3 net; non-subscribers, 4 net 
Others in preparation 4. E. BAKeR, Borough Librarian, Taunton, England 
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List of Exhibitors at the Publishers’ Exhibition, held at 
the Assembly Rooms, Norwich, September 6th to 10th, 1920 


Messrs. W. Collins & Sons, Ltd., Ward Lock & Co., Ltd., The Howie 
Look Cover Co., Boot’s Libraries, Grafton & Co., The Library World, 
Macmillan « Co., Ltd., John Murray, Allen & Unwin, Ltd., Leonard 
Parsons, Ltd., E. & F. N. Spon, B. T. Batsford, C. W. Daniel, Glyndendal, 
The Aeroplane Publishing Co., Ltd., The Re’igious Tract Society, Philip 
\llan & Co., Chatto & Windus, W. R. Howe | & Co., Gestetner, Burns, 
tates & Washbourn, Ltd., F. Warne & Co., Ltd., Crosby Lockweod & Son, 
i. Stanford, Ltd., Health Promotion, Ltd., Emmott & Co., Ltd., Cobden- 
~anderson, ‘lle New Pegamoid, Ltd., John Hogg, Gieves Publishing Co., 
Ltd., W. & R. Chambers, Ltd., Harrap & Co., Libraco, Ltd., W. Dawson 

sons, Ltd., G. Philip & Sons, Ltd., Pitman & Sons, Ltd., 8S. W. Partridge 
& Co., Ltd., A. & C. Black, Ltd., Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Ltd., 
W. P. Nimmo, Hay & Mitchell, Ltd., Riley & Co., Ltd., Geoffrey Parker & 
Gregg, G. Routledge & Son, Thomas Murby. Mowbray & Co., Erskine 
Macdonald, Ltd., Benn Bros., Ltd., skinner & Co., Constable & o., 
rystal Press, The London & Norwich Press, Ltd.. The Wireless Press, 
Ltd., The “ Bookmans Journal,”’ “* Butterick Quarterly,” The “ Challenge,” 

Delineator,” “ Lady," “ Morning Post,’’ “New statesman.” ‘* Dailv 
Telegraph,’ “ Times,’ “ The Nation.” “ The London Mercury,” ** The Book 
Post,’ “The Athenaeum,”’ “ Femina.’ 


With regard to the portrait group, regrets were expressed at the 
ibsence, owing to pressure at the Stalls, of the chief representatives of 
Messrs. Boots, Ltd., “The Daily Telegraph.’ Pitman’s, the Principal of 
the Norwich Wireless College who had charge of the Wireless Press Exhibit, 
Messrs. Gieves Publishing Co., Ltd., and Messrs, Philip Allen & Co. 
rhe last-named firm showed a very fine series of books on History, 
Romance, Drama, Poetry and Fiction 


-quipment for Libraries in every department was to be found at the 
xhibition of Messrs. Libraco, Ltd., the widely known library furnishers 
Their index cabinets, portable shelving, desks, accessories for the open 
weess system, Cobgreave Indicators and other appliances are all of the 
tinest manufacture: and the firm assures librarians that their requirements 
ire promptly supplied, as ordered, and correct to the smallest detail 


Every Librarian should send to Messrs, W. Dawson & Sons for thei 
catalogues This up-to-date firm can supply any book or Periedical and 
ilo guarantee regular service, an advantage is gained by dealing with 
this firm who supply everything thus making one account and saving in 


k-keeping 


Messrs. Macmillan & (Co.'s exhibit consisted of a selection of standard 
vorks, and of notable books in all branches of literature which they have 
recently published There may be mentioned among the former ‘* The 
Cambridge Natural History.’ and Sir J. G. Frazer's “ Golden Bough’ 
nd * Folk-Lore in the Old Testament "’; and among the latter sir George 
Arthur's Life of Lord Kitehener,”” Mr. Tl. Festing Jones’ * Memoir of 
Samuel Butler,” and Professor J. B. Berry's “ Idea of Progress.” 


The Gieves Publishing Co. exhibited their standard Text Books on 
Navigation, Practice of Control over Parliamentary Grants, ~hip Stability 
nd British Submarines These should be in every library. 


Printed by PRINTING Crart. Lrv.. London and Mansfield, and Published for the 
Proprietors by Grartron & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 1. 














Libraco System of 
Stock Registration. 


A State and Aidiiaiain Suiliak dt Sack 


HOW TO WORK THE SYSTEM. 


WHEN YOU PURCHASE A BOOK: 
Enter in ‘‘ Accessions” and in ‘' Stock Register” showing 
the number of volumes in the ‘‘ New Books” column. 


WHEN YOU WITHDRAW A BOOK: 


Write out a withdrawal card—make cancelling entry in 
“‘ Stock Register ”—and enter in ‘‘ Withdrawals Register.” 


WHEN YOU REPLACE A BOOK: 
Find withdrawals card—enter into ‘‘ Stock Register ”"—and 
into the “‘ Replacements Register.” 


PRICE LIST OF REGISTERS. 


PART I. ACCESSIONS REGISTER. Large Size £3 10s. Od. 
Fep. Size £1 12s. 6d. 


PART II. STOCK REGISTER. Loose Sheet Forms 16/- per 100. 


Binders for same 22/6 each. 
PART III. WITHDRAWALS REGISTER. Fep. Size £1 12s. 6d. 
PART IV. REPLACEMENTS REGISTER. Fep. Size £1 12s. 6d. 


For further particulars of Libraco System of Stock Registration 
write to: 


LIBRACO LTD., 
62, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 



































Annual Subscription Rates 


TO THE 


H. W. Wilson Series 


Which have a world subscription of nearly ten thousand buyers 
and are consulted by ten times as many readers. 


CUMULATIVE BOOK INDEX. 








Subject, author and title index to every new book published or 
announced for publication, with publishers’ name and price. Issued 
monthly, except June and August. The June issue is the bound 
annual supplement to the United States Catalogue. Used by 
libraries, educational institutions and booksellers. £3. 


READERS’ GUIDE TO PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 





A Monthly subject index to 104 of the most important American 
and English periodicals. Essential for libraries and educational 
institutions: consulted daily by those who must keep touch with 
current trend of thought. * 


Monthly, Quarterly, Annually, Triennially. 


BOOK REVIEW DIGEST. 





Indispensable for book selection. Contains descriptive notes and 
collections of reviews on 250 of the most-talked about new books 
on all subjects, from all publishers, each month. Used by Libraries, 
educational institutions, and booksellers. 35/-. 


THEIR FIELD. 


Those who btily books on a large scale: libraries (public and 
private), high schools, colleges, educational boards and a few large 
business corporations, booksellers and book-lovers. 


THEIR FUNCTIONS. 


Used for reference work, for book selection, for purchase, every 
working day in the year, every working hour in the day. 


> 


GRAFTON & CO., 


Coptic House, 7—8, Coptic Street, London, W.C. 1. 
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